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On the Research of Hu’nan Dialects in the 20th Century
Bao Houxing, Chen Lizhong and Peng Zerun

Abstract The research of Hu’nan dialects in the 20th century may be separated into three
periods: the first period is from the beginning of this century to the 1940s, which is the
transforming period from the traditional way to the modern one;the second period, with a
span of about ten years, starts from the mid-1950s, which is the time of general fieldworks
on phonetics;the third period is from the beginning of the 1980s to the end of this century,
which is the development period of dialectural research in all aspects.

Key words the research of Hu’nan dialects, transforming period, the period of general

fieldworks, the development period in all aspects.
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